Plants constitute an important part of our everyday diet, their components and nutritional/medicinal values have been intensively studied for decades. In fact, natural products account for approximately 30% of all sales of human therapeutics, and are the basis or lead to more than 40% of our sales drugs. In some target areas such as anticancer compounds even more than 2/3 of all sales drugs are from or inspired by secondary metabolites, mostly from plants.
glycyrrhetinic acid in herbal drug licorice. Two further articles feature biotechnological approaches in modifying natural products structure and or biofuel production. The branch of biotransformation is explored by Elamir et al. in his review on microbial systems as a tool for terpenoids drug modification and also by Kumar et al. in an original research article for the production of biogas from plant mass.
With regard to natural products bioactivity section, two reviews compile the state-of-the-art researches on plant natural products acting as urease inhibitors (Modolo It is the true hope of our editorial board and guest editor that you find this issue interesting, informative and timely and that these articles would be of great value to a large audience.
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